LANDLORD BOB’S 2008-2009 PRE SEASON DISTRICT III CLASS AA TEAM RANKINGS
I welcome you back to another exciting season of District III Class AA team action. Seems like just yesterday we were closing down the 2007-2008. This year we will see a definite changing of the guard in some of our conferences with some new schools taking a step up and some others taking a step back after many years of dominance. It seems like I have been creating this list of who’s who of the District III teams for twenty years – even though I know it hasn’t been that long. Season’s greetings and let’s get started looking at some of our top teams for this season.

1. Schuylkill Valley – The Panthers are by far your preseason #1. They return 11 starters and 10 of the 11 all return with winning records. Usually Brandywine Heights is at top of the mix in the Berks but this year Schuylkill Valley will deal mainly with Hamburg & Wyomissing.
Next Up: 12/5 & 12/6 @ Top Hat Tournament, Williamsport, Pa

2. Boiling Springs – The Bubblers return the next stock of talent and should be far and away the top contender out of the Mid Penn. They have one glaring injury and will look to some impact newcomers to help fill any voids.

Next Up: 12/5 @ Greencastle

3. Biglerville- The crew in Adams County return a bevy of starters and have two legit impact wrestlers entering this season. The road to the YAIAA title still goes through “Eagle Country”, however I think the Canners have had the best off season in quite some time and are primed for a strong title run.
Next Up:  12/8 @ Hanover, 12/10 @ Delone Catholic

4. Juniata – Juniata returns as the Tri-Valley’s top gun but will get a push this year from a much improving Newport squad.

Next Up: 12/10 @ Upper Dauphin

5. Bermudian Springs – The defending champs will look for another return to glory. Bermudian has the experience in this situation to overcome any adversities and be back at the top. Mark January 24th on your schedule – that’s when “The Match” goes off this season.
Next Up: 12/10 York Suburban; 12/11 @ Kennard Dale

6. Delone Catholic – The Squires will be a major challenger in the YAIAA this year with quite a few returners back. We will have to wait for the first match to see “exactly” what they bring to the table but if the past is any indicator it will be a powerful contender and a force to deal with.

Next Up: 12/10 Biglerville; 12/11 @ Fairfield
7. Wyomissing – Probably the most intriguing team coming into the season. A ton of returning starters and 2 highly rated impact stars. My only question is the quality of returning stars compared to the other teams in my top 10.

Next Up: 12/10 Fleetwood; 12/12 Tamaqua Area

8. Newport – The Buffs keep improving year by year. They need to turn it up a notch to stay with the tribe of Mifflintown.

Next Up: 12/6 Newport Duals

9. Hamburg – The Hawks of the Berks return a nice set of starters; it will be interesting to see if they can stay with the more experienced Panthers.

Next up: 12/6 @ Boyertown Duals; 12/9 Blue Mountain; 12/11 @ Brandywine Heights

10. East Pennsboro- Came on strong last year and looks to build on that for this season.

Next Up: 12/8 @ Milton Hershey

11. Palmyra – A nice return for Palmyra with a start just outside my pre season Top 10. We’ll find out about them early on with a trip to Brandywine and Milton Hershey.
Next Up: 12/6 @ Brandywine Tour; 12/10 @ Milton Hershey

12. Lancaster Catholic – Able to make a run at the L-L crown?

Next Up: 12/6 Lancaster Catholic Tourney

13. Annville-Cleona – See above

Next Up: 12/11 @ Pequea Valley

14. Milton Hershey – Nice numbers returning but not as sharp this year as years past.

Next Up: 12/6 Lancaster Catholic Tour; 12/8 East Pennsboro; 12/10 Palmyra
15. Brandywine Heights – This is unusual but the Bullets take a step back this year.

Next Up: 12/6 Brandywine Tournament; 12/11 Hamburg

16. Susquenita – It’s going to be a crowded house for the AA contenders in the MPC.

Next Up: 12/9 Susquehanna Twp; 12/11 @ Boiling Springs

17. Hanover – A new era for the Hawks; and a decent shot at the post season.

Next up: 12/6 @ Northeastern; 12/8 Biglerville
18. Oley Valley – Could fill one of the final slots out of the Berks.

Next Up: 12/6 @ Brandywine Tournament; 12/10 Kutztown

19. Camp Hill – The Lions are at the back end of big MPC crowd.

Next Up: 12/6 @ Halifax; 12/11 @ Susquehanna Twp.

20. York Suburban – Makes our field in an ultra-tight YAIAA.

Next Up: 12/10 @ Bermudian Springs; 12/11 Littlestown

HM: Pequea Valley; UDA; Northern Lebanon; Littlestown; Fleetwood; Donegal

