LANDLORD BOB’S 2008-2009 DISTRICT III CLASS AA TEAM TOURNAMENT PICKS
Well nothing like ending the regular season with a little drama. Who’s number one? Does it matter? Is the District 3 steering committee correct in their assessment? Who knows, but one thing for sure we won’t need a BCS game to decide it.  Here are my final District 3AA 2008-2009 rankings with an explanation at the end.

1. Biglerville (20-0)                                 9. Susquenita (15-9)

2. Boiling Springs (10-0)                        10. Annville-Cleona (15-9)

3. Bermudian Springs (15-2)                  11. Hamburg (12-0)

4. Schuylkill Valley (20-1)                       12. Columbia (10-9)

5. Juniata (23-2)                                      13. Hanover (13-13)

6. Delone Catholic (12-3)                         14. Newport (12-7)

7. Milton Hershey (16-2)                           15. UDA (7-5)

8. Wyomissing (12-3)                                16. Camp Hill (9-6)

Let the discussion begin but a few things that will obviously jump out at you. The District 3 steering committee chose Boiling Springs as their #1 overall seed in the post-season. You really can’t argue that decision based on the points/ratio. However you can draw some minor conclusions that would help you decide either way. Biglerville wrestled 20 duals including 2 dual tournaments. Boiling Springs wrestled 10 duals and 4 individual tours, 1 in which they won. The schedules are comparable – Boiling Springs can argue that they wrestled Susquenita, Milton Hershey, and Camp Hill to collect their MPC crown. Biglerville wrestled Hanover, Delone Catholic, Littlestown, & Bermudian Springs in order to win the YAIAA II. Both teams beat Bermudian Springs (LLB’s previous #1 team) by the same amount at home with comparable scores. Biglerville can argue that Boiling Springs getting the coin flip had a lot to do with their win and if Biglerville would have won the flip the score would have been probably an added 7 point difference. Boiling Springs can argue that Biglerville didn’t face one of Bermudian’s top wrestlers and that in a nutshell gave Biglerville the win. I base my decision on a few things:
1. I believe Biglerville matches up with the Bubblers better than any of the three schools match up.

2. I believe Biglerville’s SOS is clearly better than Boiling Springs, not number of AAA vs. AA schools on the schedule but actually better schools.

3. And probably most important: The deciding factor for me would be the only other time they met. The results of the KOM Tournament, which was a 10 point plus edge in Individual tournament points to the Canners.

4. And finally, I’m a homer and these are my rankings – which at this point is what you’re saying. However in the 11 years I’ve been doing these rankings ask yourself this question how many times have I had Biglerville #1? I would say in 11 years that total would be less than or equal to 1. Ask Coach Gano why he gets so frustrated with me as well to back that last sentence up.
The other thing you’ll notice about my final 16 is that there are 2 teams that aren’t going “dancing” or so to say. That why while I try to keep things within the context of the 16 teams that will make the duals I also recognize the Top 16 teams not the top 16 teams that make the dance.

It’s time to move on and to the post-season. We will divide the bracket into the four home team areas and move on from there. This is where the money is made not on a Mythical D3AA poll.

Area 1 Boiling Springs; South Middleton School District Tues/Thursday Jan. 27th & 29th
1 Boiling Springs 10-0

16 Pequea Valley 3-8

8 Milton Hershey 16-2
9 Hamburg 12-10

A possibility of two rematches; Milton Hershey and Hamburg Part 2 in a week and Boiling Springs and Milton Hershey from earlier this season. The Bubblers are coming off of a big win against Bermudian this past week. There is no reason to think that the Bubblers won’t emerge at home with this bracket.

Predictions:

Boiling Springs 72-3 over Pequea Valley

Milton Hershey 35-33 over Hamburg

Boiling Springs 39-20 over Milton Hershey

AREA 2 Schuylkill Valley (Leesport) Tuesday/Thursday January 27th & January 29th
5 Delone Catholic 12-3

12 Newport 12-7

13 Hanover 13-13

4 Schuylkill Valley 20-1

This is one of the more interesting areas with the #4 & #5 seeds entered. This should be a Squire/Panther final for the pursuit of the semifinals. That match in itself should be one to rattle the china. Hanover needs to hope that the number 13 is lucky.

Predictions:

Delone Catholic 42 over Newport 17

Schuylkill Valley 45 over Hanover 12

Schuylkill Valley 29 over Delone Catholic 27

Area 3 Bermudian Springs High School, Tuesday/Thursday January 27th & 29th
3 Bermudian Springs 15-2
14 Columbia 10-9

11 Annville Cleona 15-9

6 Juniata 22-3

You can bet Bermudian Springs is stinging from this past week’s 1 for 3 showing. Juniata is a team we haven’t talked about much this season but has consistently been in our top 8-10 schools. This is a bracket featuring a former state championship school and a runner up.

Predictions

Bermudian Springs 53 over Columbia 6

Juniata 51 over Annville-Cleona 6

Bermudian Springs 42 over Juniata 15
Area 4 Upper Adams Athletic Center, Biglerville HS Tues/Thursday January 27th & 29th
7 Wyomissing 12-3

10 Susquenita 15-9

15 Brandywine Heights

2 Biglerville 20-0

The post-season returns to Northern Adams County as the Canners host a series of matches that will determine their road to Hershey. Fresh off of a YAIAA II title the Canners haven’t been unbeaten since the 1987-1988 season. The Wyomissing/Susquenita clash should be a memorable one, while the Bullets and Canners have met once already this season.

Predictions:

Wyomissing 49 over Susquenita 21

Biglerville 51 over Brandywine Heights 28

Biglerville 31 over Wyomissing 20
So there you have it; all 4 of the top seeds should advance to Chocolatetown. We will be back midweek to preview and predict the semis and the final.
