LANDLORD BOB’S DISTRICT III CLASS AA TEAM TOURNAMENT PICKS
The time is near and the end of a fabulous District III AA Team season is all but over. No fear we have your picks for the final 3 matches which will send us into the state post-season.

All the favorites are still in line for the title; but the final 3 matches could go anyway. Two teams are left from the YAIAA, one from the MPC, and one from the Berks’. I will try to stick around after a District 3 class AA Team Champ is crowned to add any information which may help with the State Dual Tournament.

The contestants in Hershey are bidding on 2 positions for the state tournament. There will be a consolation match; but it will only determine the number 3 and 4 teams in the district – no state bid for either 3 or 4.

With that said, thanks to the great fans of District 3 for another great season of support and I look forward to next year. Best of luck to the Teams and wrestlers during the post-season tournaments.

Semifinals 1130am Saturday, January31, 2009 MHSC
#1 Boiling Springs (12-0) vs. #4 Schuylkill Valley (22-1)

The Set-up:

The Panthers enter as the pre-season favorite this year and ended up with only one slip up – a 11 point loss at the Dallastown Duals to former number one, Bermudian. After that SV ran the table and ended up as a four seed – highly judged from their only loss. They ended up #4 in LLB’s last ranking.
The Bubblers started the season as a pre-season #2. They took over the #1 slot after they beat Bermudian on January 19th at home. Then moved to number 2 in my final regular season poll.
The Key Match-Ups:

I don’t believe there will be a ton of head to head battles as far as this match goes. Both team’s strengths are in different areas so for the most part you will see a lot of “trade to get” match-ups. However there should be some shootouts.

119 Joey Spisak (BoS) vs. Mitch Voelker (SV)

152 Dakota Kuhn (BoS) vs. Ryan Maurer (SV)

215 Sam Matter (BoS) vs. Patrick Leavitt (SV)

The Verdict:

This is a really nice SV team that I had ranked #1 coming into the season. I felt the Bubblers were just as good but I wanted to see what they had coming out of the gates. They beat #1 Bermudian and never looked back. I just don’t see the Panthers being able to get bonus points against the Bub’s but I do see a possibility of the Panthers winning 7 bouts. 
Prediction: Boiling Springs 33 over Schuylkill Valley 22

#2 Biglerville (22-0) vs. #3 Bermudian Springs (17-2)

The Set-Up:

Probably one of the most feared rivalries in all of District 3 wrestling. The Canners will meet the Eagles all but exactly a week after their first meeting – a 30-27 Biglerville win at the Cannerdome.

Biglerville entered the season as my #3 pre-season pick and never skipped a beat moving to #2 after Boiling Springs beat Bermudian and then to #1 after beating Bermudian themselves. It came down to a screaming match in LLB’s offices last Sunday, but after some valid points by the staff, Biglerville finished the regular season poll #1.

Bermudian entered the season as a #5 pick. They quickly jumped up to #4 and then leap frogged Biglerville and Boiling Springs after beating SV at Dallastown. They were number one until they dropped matches to Boiling Springs and Biglerville. They finished #3 in my regular season poll.
The Key Match-Ups:

So many, so little time. Probably the biggest issue will be the coin flip. If the Canners get it, it goes huge in their favor. If B-Ville can get both 103 & 112 again with bonus that will also be big. The Eagles need to get the flip and get some of those close losses back. I’m predicting that they will get some of those close matches back but we’ll have to wait till tomorrow for the flip.

The Verdict:

I really originally felt the team who lost the first battle would have the advantage going into the second match – if there was one. Bermudian Springs struggled a little at the end of the Juniata match against a very gritty team. I thought that if Bermudian won convincingly that would give them a huge advantage coming in against the Canners. Speaking of “gritty” the Canners had to put two Berks teams away on one night to get to the semifinal.
A Bermudian/Boiling Springs Final would be a nice rematch. However, Biglerville and Boiling Springs have had no love losted over the years and I’m sure after the decision made at the D3AATT seeding committee, that will put a little more in the Canner’s backpocket.

This match is simple- it’s a war!!! The flip is huge, the lightweights are huge, and those close matches will be huge. Look out, incoming…

Prediction: Biglerville 28 over Bermudian Springs 26

THE FINAL

#1 Boiling Springs (13-0) vs. #2 Biglerville (23-0) 6:30pm Milton S. Hershey The Spartan Center

The Set-Up:

Two teams, Two unbeatens, Two conferences, Two counties, less than 20 minutes apart and plenty of history.

The Key Match-ups:

Again the key will be the flip. Probably the best match up of the night hands down will be the 112 lbs. battle between Starner and Gardner. Other than that any flip-flopping around that may occur from 145-215.

The Verdict:

This will be an intense match for all the marbles. Two unbeatens who don’t see too much of each other anymore since Biglerville bolted the MPC for the YAIAA. This would be the equivalent of a Florida/Florida State football game.

I can see in spots where the Bubblers can come rushing out to a big lead but I can also see Biglerville rushing right back. I give the lightweights to Boiling Springs by 2/1/2 verdict. 2 BoS Favored/1 Biglerville/2 push.

The middleweights go to Boiling Springs as well with a 3/2 advantage.
The Heavies go to Biglerville 3/1.

The whole key to this is Bonus and match count. Oh, yeah and which side can keep their wits about them when the doors are falling down around them.

Prediction: Trust me it wasn’t easy: Biglerville 26 over Boiling Springs 26 (Criteria #2 matches won)
